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Dear Partners

Those of us who live in 
the Western world are 
increasingly becoming 
gripped with fear. Fear 
of the credit crunch. 
Fear of recession. Fear 
of swine flu. Fear of the 

future. Fear of saying what we really believe, 
worried about reprisals and recrimination. The 
antithesis of fear is faith yet, it seems, 
faith is in short supply! 

Ask someone if they want to join a team 
travelling long-haul to the developing world 
and often the first response is ‘I can’t afford 
it’. But the issue is not about the credit 
limit on the little piece of plastic we carry 
around in our pockets. The issue is whether it 
is right to go and, if it is, God’s ability to 
supply - supernaturally if necessary.

In common with many others facing future 
financial uncertainties we, in Links, have had 
to take a decision. I love what my friend Duane 
White said when recently visiting our church; 
‘I have decided I am not participating in the 
recession’. Whilst not wanting to put our heads 
in the sand, we do need to make decisions about 

whether our source really is in God or whether 
it is in the health of the economy. It may 
sound trite but we have made a decision. We 
are believing God and, in our regular office 
prayer meetings, we are making no bones about 
it! Amazingly we are seeing God provide all 
our needs and we are actually expanding, not 
contracting. We are upsizing, not downsizing, 
serving the Church around the world more,  
not less.

In this issue you will read about an amazing 
door of opportunity that is opening in 
North India. You will see that we are now 
increasingly fusing together our various areas 
of work (micro-enterprise, healthcare, projects 
and training) with the aim of delivering a 
holistic, self-sustaining solution. Oh and by 
the way, you will notice we are changing the 
name of ‘Primary Healthcare’ to ‘Community 
Healthcare’ to more accurately reflect our 
passion for this vital area of our work.

Please pray with us as we give ourselves to 
serving the Church around the world. Together 
we really can change lives and transform 
communities.

All the best

Ri c h  H u b b a r d  CEO
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  Billy Kennedy leads New 
Community - a network 
of church communities 
and projects, based in 
Southampton, UK.  He is 
involved with most areas of 
church life offering support 
and advice to those who 
have the responsibility to 
run those areas. He is also a 
member of the executive of 
the Southampton Christian 
Network. Beyond the city 
Billy serves as a friend 
and advisor to a variety 
of churches and Christian 
organisations. He is a 
member of the International 
Council of the 24-7 prayer 
movement and together with 
his wife Caroline leads the 
Pioneer network. They have 
three children,  David, Erin 
and Daniel.
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Missio Dei 
I first heard the expression Missio Dei at a 
conference we held in Southampton in 2008 
with author and missiologist, Mike Frost. It is 
a theological term that literally translates as 
the ‘sending of God’ and it was first coined 
by a German theologian, Karl Hartenstein,  
in 1934.

The concept of Missio Dei is that mission is not 
primarily an activity of the church but rather an 
attribute of God. God is a missionary God. He is both 
the sent and sending God.  

The Father sends the Son, 

The Father and the Son send the Spirit,

The Father and Son and the Spirit send the church 
into the world. 

Mission comes Þrst from the heart of God and we 

are caught up in it rather than initiating it. Mission 
is primarily the work of God and we participate 
with God in what He is doing.  

Jurgen Moltmann, in his book The Church in the 
Power of the Spirit: A Contribution to Messianic 
Ecclesiology writes, ÔIt is not the church that has a 
mission of salvation to fulÞl in the world; it is the 
mission of the Son and the Spirit through the Father 
that includes the church.Õ

Missio Dei sees our mission as stemming from 
the Triune God. God is continually reaching 
beyond Himself, reaching out, looking for ways to 
demonstrate His love. It is that ßow that God calls 
us to share in. 

David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission, writes, ÔOur 
mission has not life of its own: only in the hands of 
the sending God can it truly be called mission. Not 
least since the missionary initiative comes from God 

alone. Mission is thereby seen as a movement from 

God to the world; the church is viewed as an instrument 

for that mission. There is church because there is 

mission, not vice versa. To participate in mission is 

to participate in the movement of GodÕs love toward 

people, since God is a fountain of sending love.Õ

GodÕs mission is the salvation of humankind and the 

restoration of creation. This is the grand narrative, the 

big story. God is in pursuit of a people on earth among 

whom He can dwell. This is the story that begins in the 

Garden of Eden in Genesis and culminates in the city of 

God coming down to earth in the book of Revelation. 

It is this mission that we are called to share in. Every 

time we proclaim the good news about Jesus, we feed 

a hungry person, we pray for healing, we counsel a 

married couple towards reconciliation, we speak up 

on behalf of the weak or vulnerable, we raise money 

to establish an orphanage overseas, we see unjust 

laws overturned or smile at a neighbour. Every time 

we bring a bit more of heaven onto the earth we 

participate in GodÕs mission. We must learn to ask the 

questions, ÔWhat is God up to?Õ, and ÔHow can we get 

involved?Õ

Over the past few years we have found ourselves 

involved in areas of mission that we stumbled into 

rather than strategised our way into. We run a project 

for the homeless that began 18 months ago when 20 

homeless guys turned up at our building one Sunday 

afternoon. Now we feed up to 100 people every week, 

we have a team of 40 volunteers, many of whom are 

not yet Christian, and last Sunday we baptised one of 

the guys who has come to Christ through this work. 

Three years ago we were approached by a local church 

working on a deprived inner city estate asking for 

help. We sent down worship leaders and speakers and 

eventually we sent a couple to lead that community. 

When we were approached by the church they had 

8 people in the congregation. Today more than 70 

people gather each Sunday and they are engaging in 

all sorts of community outreach. 

We are learning that God is more committed to mission 

than we could ever be because it is His nature, it is 

who He is. We simply need to be able to see what He is 

doing and willing to participate with Him.

Many years ago I heard John Wimber preach on the 

verse in John 5:19, ÔThe Son can do nothing by Himself; 

He can only do what He sees the Father doingÕ, in the 

context of praying for healing. It was revelation then as 

I learned to pray for individuals and it continues to be 

revelation today as we are seeking to engage with the 

sent and sending God in His mission in our city.

Billy Kennedy explores the sent and sending GodBilly Kennedy explores the sent and sending God
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With grateful hearts
Lots of blessings

Yours in the Lord

New JunkOutbox Send and Receive Move Junk

only because of their encouragement but also 
because of the spiritual materials you have been 
sending to us. 
Burundi

The books are ever so timely, the music 
invigorating. Thank you so much and please  
keep it coming. 
Kenya  

Thanks again for the material sent to us last 
month. We will put the books in the college 
library when we have Þnished with them, so  
that they can beneÞt others here. 
Tanzania 

Thanks for everything. The teaching is good stuff 
for our student pastors at the Bible School. It is so 
good to know what Links is doing in many parts 
of the world, touching many lives holistically.
Malawi 

Send and Receive Move

Indian Subcontinent
Links International has been such a blessing to us 
and we simply do not have the words to express 
our deepest gratitude for all the books and 
resource materials we receive to grow ourselves 
in the Lord and His knowledge.
India

We received your big parcel today and I am 
already listening to the CD. The Lord bless you 
richly and please pray for Pakistan. There is 
much violence and the government needs much 
wisdom to deal with these threats and we as 
Christian workers also need His guidance on 
where to go and where not to go!
Pakistan

Inbox New

In April 2009 we sent out two 
challenging books by David Pawson, a 
teaching CD called ‘Gospel - Kingdom 
on Display’ by Paul Reid, and a worship 
album, ‘Devoted’ recorded live from 
the Grapevine Celebration in 2008. As 
always we have received great feed-
back from our contacts.

Books  
ÔIs John 3:16 The Gospel?Õ and ÔChristianity 
ExplainedÕ by David Pawson. 
There is currently tremendous and 
growing interest in the impact of the 
familiar verse John 3:16. This new 

and radical book exposes misguided 
teaching, clearing up many common 
misunderstandings and providing 
an extremely helpful and detailed 
explanation of the verse in its context. 

Worship CD  
‘ DevotedÕ is the live 
worship album from 
Grapevine 2008. It includes 
tracks from artists such 
as Howard Williams, Dave 
Middleton, Graeme Clark 
and many more.

Teaching CD  
 Paul Reid is Senior Pastor of 
CFC, Belfast (Home of Robin 
Mark and Revival in Belfast). 
His lifeÕs message is the 
love and grace of God and 
he seeks to explore those 
themes as they are woven 
into everyday life. 

As the packages go out, we receive some 
fantastic and often touching responses. 
Here are a few more from our Inbox.

South America
Friends at Links, IÕm just writing to say thank you 
so much for the latest support package. ItÕs a 
miracle they arrived - we never did receive the 
last package, but thatÕs the Colombian postal 
service for you!! Anyway, thanks again and also 
thanks for the magazine - itÕs great to see what 
wonderful things are being done in other parts 
of the world.  
Colombia

Africa
Since we met Graham and Ruth SwafÞeld during 
their successful mission of marriage seminars, 
we do not stop thanking God for you, not 

Thank You Links 
Southeast Asia
We would like to express how thankful we are 
for the packages youÕve sent. These are a real 
blessing to us in our ministry for we have learned 
new songs and teach them at our respective 
churches. We know itÕs not only us who have 
beneÞted with these but other ministries as well.
Philippines

Just to let you know that the package from Links 
arrived today ÔGood FridayÕ a nice Easter gift.  
Thank you so much for this.
Thailand

Europe
Thank you for the recent resource package; once 
again it was a great blessing. I immediately 
picked up Paul ReidÕs teaching on the Kingdom. 
It was very encouraging in bringing additional 
conÞrmation from the Lord for our plans.   
Portugal

Thank you so much
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Community 
Healthcare

Links Community Healthcare  
and the United Nations Millennium Declaration The United Nations  Millennium Development Goals 
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You may have noticed that this article is 
called Community Healthcare. From now 
on Links Primary Healthcare has a new 
name - Community Healthcare (CHC).

Why the change? Simply because we think 

Community Healthcare better describes what we do.

Community Healthcare is not about offering a Þsh for 

a day - disease diagnosis and treatment.

Community Healthcare is all about offering Þshing 

lessons and a custom made rod!

ItÕs about discovering the needs speciÞc to a 

community. ItÕs about vision and a passion for 

healthy communities. ItÕs empowering and inspiring 

local inßuencers, teaching them how to carry out 

a holistic needs assessment and how to prioritise 

the needs. ItÕs about providing knowledge and 

information so people have the ability to transform 

their own community. ItÕs change for life. HereÕs an 

example: 

Extreme poverty, sickness and malnutrition are 

normal for those living in the Municipal Cemetery 

in Navortas, Manila. Families live amongst piles of 

rotting rubbish and human and animal waste and, as 

a result, disease is rampant.

In February 2009 a Links Community Healthcare 

team taught a group of mums from the cemetery 

basic hygiene. They were galvanised into action! 

They set to work with shovels and cleared a large 

space around the school building where children 

had been knee deep in waste. The team returned 

the next day to discover the children had chalked 

a hopscotch and were playing a on clean piece of 

concrete.

Elated by their success the mums contacted the local 

council and arranged for a community clean-up 

day. A small Links gift enabled three large, portable 

rubbish bins to be built. The next challenge? Teaching 

the community to use the bins! 

A small group of mums have begun to transform 

their community. This is the beginning of a 

change for life for the Navortas Community. This is 

Community Healthcare in action. 

We are very aware of how closely the 
objectives of Links International reflect the 
United Nations Millennium Declaration. 
The declaration in the form of Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) is made up of 
8 goals, 21 targets and 60 indicators for 
measuring progress up to 2015.

These are all areas that we are working into 

from the bottom up. It is heartening to know 

that nationally multiple non-health sectors 

are also working on these areas. Feedback 

received on a recent Links Community 

Healthcare trip to Uganda illustrates how the 

MDGs are being addressed through our work. 

These quotes are from some of those who 

received training on a previous trip and had 

come back for more. 

This most recent trip included training on nutrition, 

HIV/ AIDS, sanitation, family planning, Christian 

Kingdom values in marital relationships and helping 

women with common health issues. 

Despite the fact that we are seeing transformation, 

statistics show that still 3.8 million children under 

Chinese ProverB

Give a man a Þsh and you feed  

him for a day. Teach a man to Þsh 

and you feed him for a lifetime.

Þve are dying from pneumonia and diarrhoea every 

year and some 536,000 women die of complications 

during pregnancy or childbirth, 99% of them being 

in the developing world. We just need to carry on 

and work smarter!

L i n k s  Co m m u n i t y  H e a l t h c a r e L i n k s  Co m m u n i t y  H e a l t h c a r e

ÒAfter you taught us about nutrition I re-
thought totally how to feed my family. I have 
also been telling all of my friends to stop 
going with other women because AIDS kills.Ó

ÒAfter you taught about nutrition I am now 
feeding my family on fruits and greens which 
I now grow. I also heard about the disease in 
rubbish so I burn it and I also collect rubbish 
from the neighbours and burn it for them. 
Because the rubbish is less the mosquitoes 
are less and even the ßeas are not so bad.Ó

ÒI now do nutritious feeding; I add avocado 
and green to the meat. I have also been 
teaching people about personal hygiene 
and we have seen that there is much less 
diarrhoea and sickness in adults and childrenÓ



Graham, Ruth and their team do not 
limit themselves to marriage seminars 
and teaching - important though they 

are. On these trips there was also 
ministry into churches, with prophetic 

words and prayer for the sick. 

ÒA special highlight was when a 
lady was healed of a tumour in the 
stomach. Brenda prayed for the lady 
and the next day she returned to say 
she was healed. Brenda asked if she 
could feel the place again. When she 
did she shouted, ÔAah, itÕs goneÕ and 

jumped back in surprise.   
God is great!Ó

And Finally! 
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With Graham and 
Ruth SwafÞeld

A glance at the heading 
above will tell you that 
Spring was a busy time 

for Marriage Encounters! Here are a few highlights 
from Graham and RuthÕs reports. 

Rwanda
The first Marriage Encounter in Rwanda was 
attended by 19 couples, at least 4 of whom 
were saved from divorce. The worship was 
fantastic and everyone gave testimony of how 
God had moved in their marriages. Ruth and I 
prayed for couples that had been on the verge 
of divorce, with prophetic words for each 
couple. Communion and prayers between 
couples brought many tears.  

Evening youth meetings were attended by 50 
young people, talking about marriage preparation 
and staying pure. Two couples from the Encounter 
came to give testimony. The reports coming from 
this meeting included: ÔOne of the best meetings 
and we discussed real issues that affect us.Õ

The second Encounter included amongst its 
participants the Minister for Cabinet Affairs of the 
Rwandan Government and wife. Again there were 
many testimonies of changed marriages and how 
God had spoken through the seminars. 

Uganda
In Uganda more than 80 people attended six 
days of seminars which we ran across three 
locations. The Marriage Encounter at Lweza, 
Uganda Church Training and Conference Centre 
was attended by 23 couples, some of whom 
who had attended the seminars. 

Many testimonies were given of how God had met 
them in their need within their marriages, including 
a Pastor who had not cared about his wife and 
had repented and asked for forgiveness. There was 
great celebrations over this as many of the couples 
knew of the problems in this PastorÕs marriage. 

Marriage ENCOUNTERS
Rwanda and Uganda: February/ March 2009  Malawi and Tanzania: April 2009

Malawi
For this mission we had the pleasure of John 
and Brenda Thomas being with us for the 
whole trip and then Paul and Lynne Day 
joining us in Tanzania.  

In Changanga 25 couples registered for the 
Marriage Encounter but several more attended and 
resided locally. Testimonies were given on Sunday 
morning of how God had changed lives.

We also ran a number of marriage seminars in 
different locations. At one of these the local village 
chief was very excited about the change that had 
occurred in his marriage after an Encounter and 
asked us if we could run a Marriage Encounter in 
his village next time.

Tanzania
A Marriage Encounter with 35 couples was 
the largest Encounter that we have run, and 
many Pastors and their wives were present. 
The actual programme changed as we went 
through the two days. We saw God move and 
many testimonies were given of changed 
relationships. 

Here are just two of the testimonies from  
the trips:  

Albert: We are now only three days old in 
marriage, we have lived together for 27 years. 
Now we are sweet to each other. I have been a 
Pastor for 15 years and I have just come to realise 
that all these 15 years that I have worked for the 
Lord have just been crossed out until 3 days ago, 
because I had not been a proper husband. I did not 
know how much I had been hurting my wife all 
these years.

AlbertÕs wife, Ordetta: I never had peace, I was 
not satisfied with my husband and at one time 
I tried to commit suicide. Thank God for these 
servants  - we had a dead family until now. My 
father died in the Congo, I took everything from 
my house, packed up and went back to my mother. 
She didn’t welcome me, she told me to go back. I 
wanted to die spiritually and physically. One month 

ago I decide to divorce my husband, I decided 
to say goodbye to him properly. He said that he 
wanted us to go on the Marriage Conference. 
I hated him and did not want to go. For some 
reason, I know why now, I went with him to the 
conference. Now we are starting a new journey, 
we have forgiveness now.

L i n k s  Te a m  M i n i s t r y L i n k s  Te a m  M i n i s t r y

  Caption Here
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L i n k s  Te a m  M i n i s t r y L i n k s  Te a m  M i n i s t r y

Mission: North India
Community Healthcare

Following the needs assessment we taught on 

worms, malaria, diarrhoea, dehydration, hygiene 

and mothers-in-law!  Having built up a  

relationship with the ladies they are sharing more 

and more of their life and problems, and we are 

able to help them work out the difference between 

Kingdom culture and country culture. For example, 

wife beating is clearly not acceptable in Kingdom 

culture, whatever the country culture might say. 

They tell us that it is so helpful to be able to work 

through these issues in a safe environment, so that, 

as leaders and role models in their communities 

they have clarity when teaching others.

One of the biggest encouragements to us is to see 

how the couples are being taught separately (in 

line with their custom) but are now putting their 

learning together and coming up with joint ways in 

which to improve the Ôwell beingÕ in their villages.

Marriage Ministry

For the Þrst time we were allowed to teach one 
session with the men and women together. We 
spoke about relationships and marriage; it was 
very difÞcult for the ladies to speak out. They 
confessed to us just how frightened they are of the 
men, but there was some amazing breakthrough 
and as a result of this meeting a further meeting 
just for the couples will be facilitated. 

 Leadership Training

On a previous trip we taught the men how to 
build a pit latrine. The feedback this time was very 
positive. Six of the men had gone back to their 
own community and organised the building of 
pit latrines and it had prompted others to obtain 
Government funding for the latrines to be built.

The men appreciated the teaching on this trip 
concerning Christian Leadership, team building and 

Myers Briggs. A good relationship has been forged 
with this group of men, allowing more sensitive 
topics to be discussed.

Micro-Enterprise Development 

Five successful MED projects are running and they 
are ready to expand the number of beneÞciaries. 
£500 was given to make a start and a further £500 
will follow shortly.

A joint meeting was held where MED beneÞciaries 
fed back on progress, and information was shared 
about the Links method of Community Healthcare 
teaching. Four people were identiÞed as being 
keen to take CHC forward into the slum area. We 
were able to minister to many people.

At Links International we have a 
clear vision of the ways in which 
we can reach out to people - 
expressed in our ‘5 Star Plan’, with 
its various elements. However, 
it’s important to understand that 
these different facets of our work 
increasingly seem to work together. 
Poverty impacts people in ways 
that cross the boundaries of all our 
categories. 

This is illustrated well in a recent 
trip to North India. Due to the 
sensitivities of the area concerned 
full names and locations are not 
given. For the same reason the 
photographic material is of an 
archive nature.

This evening we went for a walk into a local village - the first time M has taken any Westerners there. We sat in the courtyard of the village Chief, along with many of his family members and his five water buffalos!  As twilight descended into darkness they lit candles and we all drank boiled buffalo milk infused with fresh ginger and talked about life in the village. It was amazing and surreal.

We left expecting to be led back to the training centre but realised we were being taken on a circuitous route around to the extreme south of the village to where the Dalits live. They are located there because the prevailing winds blow from the north and the Dalits can only live downwind of the village. We walked down a dark, rough track and stood and waited. All around it 

was quiet and misty, but suddenly out of the mist women, children and babies began to appear. They were silent. We were silent. The people were too afraid to come to us. They had thought we were police come to abuse them again. Eventually we left the track and went to them. We laughed and cried with them, the poverty and suffering all too evident. A little old lady clung to us, she begged us to come back, we promised we would, she told us it would be too late for her. We walked back down the track in tears.

Ps 11 v7 For the Lord is righteous, and he loves justice.  
Those who do what is right will 

see his face.

Linden Boothby reports:

This my Þrst t aste of t he hidden apartheid of discrimination 
against Dalits - or ÔuntouchablesÕ. More than 165 million people 
condemned to a lifetime of abuse simply because of t heir caste. 

Here is an extract f rom my journal



For more information about the work of  
Hope Missions please contact us at  

alex.sara@millington-hore.com.
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L i n k s  P a r t n e r s h i p s L i n k s  P a r t n e r s h i p s

Alex and Sara Millington-Hore write:

Imagine a world where tomorrow is not 
assured. It is a world where your next 
meal is anything but a certainty and 
where you have to rebuild your home 
every year after the torrential rains that 
are so essential for your crops. No doubt 
many of you reading this can do exactly 
that. It is what you hear and see on TV; 
it is what you read in the campaigns and 
brochures for many international aid 
agencies. Now imagine a world filled with 
joy and laughter. Think of a world where 
simple things like a wave or a ‘Hello’ still 
make you smile and where, in the face 
of life’s adversities, you can still find it in 
your heart to be generous and welcoming. 
Combine this image with the first one 
described above and you begin to come 
close to a true experience of Africa.

HopeMissions  in Malawi
   Porridge supplied by Hope Missions for nursery school children

In January 2009 we returned from 27 months in 
Lilongwe, the capital city of Malawi, during which 
time Links International assisted our work and 
ministry by operating a client account and handling 
donor Þnances, gift aid and bank transfers. This 
was to be an invaluable support for our work with a 
small Christian organisation called Hope Missions. 

Hope MissionsÕ vision is to transform communities 
by sharing the love of Christ and the gospel 
message of hope and freedom as it facilitates 
their development in a practical and sustainable 
way. It is staffed by a small but committed team of 
Malawians who hold fast to the belief that faith and 
works are inseparable. 

Their approach, under GodÕs guidance, is to Þnd 
a village chief who welcomes them, is open to 
build a relationship, and then allows them to plant 
a church. It is through their work with the chief 
and the local church that they see communities 
transformed by the power of the gospel message 
and ongoing discipleship. During our time in Malawi 
we witnessed the transformation of communities 

from places of despair where gossip, idleness 
and drunkenness were rife. They became places 
where people meet together to discuss community 
problems, learn about and seek to put into practice 
the lifestyle of Jesus, and see value in working hard 
to care for their families and neighbours. 

We will never forget the experience of meeting a 
former chief who was told by his area Head Man to 
relinquish his chieftainship if he wanted to attend 
the new church. Without hesitation he chose Christ 
over his own lifestyle and status. 

Our relationship with Hope Missions will carry on as 
we continue to support them in their work and to 
visit regularly. It is our prayer that God will sustain 
this invaluable ministry with the necessary spiritual 
and physical resources. Thank you once again 
to Links for facilitating us and for your continual 
encouragement.

   A new church plant at Chapsinja

   A team member with a villager at the site of 
the new school block in Thugwalugwa

   Alex and Sara with HM colleague  
Gideon Mpeni

   The Hope Missions Team



FACTS & FIGS
 about India...

  Health 
 Total population: 1,151,751,000

  Gross national income per capita (PPP 
international $): 2,460

 Life expectancy at birth m/ f (years): 62/ 64

  Healthy life expectancy at birth m/ f (years, 
2003): 53/ 54

  Probability of dying under Þve (per 1000 
live births): 76

  Probability of dying between 15 and 60 
years m/ f (per 1000 population): 276/ 203

  Total expenditure on health per capita  
(Intl $, 2006): 109

  Total expenditure on health as % of GDP 
(2006): 4.9

Source: World Health Organisation

  Faith- Religions in India

 - Hinduism 80.7%

 - Islam 13.3%

 - Sikhism/ Other 2.3%

 - Christian 2.3%

 - Buddhism 0.7%

 - Ethnic Religion 0.4%

 - Unknown 0.1%
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Joe Gisbey reports:

In March this year I led 
a team to Peru and 
Colombia. In Peru we 
helped to lead a youth 
retreat, continued to 
develop relationships 

with Ciudad De Dios church in Iquitos, and 
reviewed Projects and Micro-Enterprise 
initiatives already started in partnership with 
Ron and Annette Thiesen. In Colombia we 
visited projects connected with In Ministry to 
Children (IMC). 

The team comprised myself, Chrissy and 
Miriam Gisbey and Chris Neal, all from Arun 
Community Church. Much of the trip was 
in very rural basic settings including two 
nights in the Amazon Jungle. At times our 
accommodation was literally a mattress on 
a raised platform under a piece of tarpaulin, 
surrounded by various jungle visitors! All the 
team responded excellently! 

Peru

For the Iquitos Youth Retreat we spent 3 
days with approximately fifty young people 
between the ages of 15 and 22. The theme 
was ‘Don’t say you are just a Youth’. We 
had some great times of ministry in the 
evening meetings with a number of healings, 
deliverances and powerful times of God 
moving. The retreat ended with an outreach 
that saw most make some kind of a response, 
which was followed up the next week.

We were able to spend a day visiting micro-
enterprise initiatives, which seem to be going from 
strength to strength. Their only frustration is their 
limitation in the quantity of businesses they are 
able to start. With the recent capital that has been 
sent out they are branching out into some new 
zones in the villages that they work into along the 
Amazon River. The administrator of the initiative 
has begun to teach classes on micro-enterprise 
in their mission school and is planning to develop 
more people to help him in his work.

Colombia
In Ministry To Children (IMC) have a farm 
at Granja Peniel - approximately one hour 
outside of Bogota - where children that they 
have rescued from the streets can come to 
live. Links have been involved with IMC for 
a number of years and have helped them 
with various projects that they run from the 
farm. Here the children are looked after by 
house parents, taught how to cultivate land, 
look after livestock and learn metal and 
woodwork. All the children attend a local 
school and church in Bogota, at which we 
were able to speak. 

Links helped IMC set up a project breeding rabbits 
to sell the meat. This is a very lucrative project as 
the meat is considered to be a delicacy. However 
dogs attacked their rabbit run and they lost the 
majority of their stock. They have built a much 
stronger structure now and are getting ready to 
start again. They are also cultivating land and 
growing a wide variety of fruit and vegetables. I 
was able to put them in contact with a good friend 
in Bogota who specialises in agriculture and knows 
the best soils and so on, for various crops. 

Altamira is IMCÕs second farm situated in Fusa, 
which is approximately two hours outside of 
Bogota. The main difference between the two 

is that Fusa is signiÞcantly hotter than Bogota, 
which gives them the option of cultivating 
different crops. Altamira also houses both boys 
and girls, whereas Granja Peniel is only boys.

As they work extensively with the families of 
the children, they often have the need to work 
intensively in the area of seeing people set free 
from drug and alcohol addiction. They have 
recently begun a six-month residential rehab 
for the parents, with professional Christian 
counselling.

L i n k s  P e r u  &  Co l o m b i a L i n k s  P e r u  &  Co l o m b i a

Peru & Colombia 
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Rich Hubbard writes:

Mike and Beryl Godward, after 14 years of 
founding and establishing the fantastic work 
at Wellspring Uganda, have now handed this 
on and moved to South Africa. There they 
have now set up Links SA, and in March this 
year I had the privilege of travelling to Cape 
Town for the ‘official’ launch of this work. 

This was held in the great facilities of CVC Media, 
the company run by Oliver Raper, who serves with 
Mike and Beryl Godward on the newly formed  
Links SA board. 

The event was for 25 specially invited guests, 
comprising church leaders, business owners and 
other key personnel. It took the form of a morning 
reception followed by lunch. I was able to explain 
the vision, values, focus and context of  
Links International. 

Dr Maurice Adams, a former Links UK board 
member, re-arranged his schedule to be with 
us. Maurice is now the Vice President for Field 
Operations for the Elizabeth Glaser Paediatric Aids 
Foundation, based in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
He has previously held positions with both UNICEF 
and VSO, and has over 20 years of international 
experience, twelve of these located in East and 
Southern Africa. So, when Maurice commented on 
how well Links has developed over the years,  
I was greatly encouraged!

The Launch of Links SA
Sri Lanka is a multi-ethnic country, with 
a population of 18m people. The civil war 
has killed about 70,000 people, displaced 
hundreds of thousands and held back the 
island’s growth and economic development.  

One of our partners in Sri Lanka is currently 
working into this difÞcult situation, after the Tamil 
Tigers advanced on a government garrison town 
called Vavuniya. There are over one hundred and 
Þfty thousand individuals who have been directly 
affected by this tragedy. 

Sri Lanka Appeal...
Most of them are Tamil speaking and belonging to 
various religious groups. Many families have lost 
their children, houses, and all their belongings. 
Presently they are living in tents and many of 
them are sick. Their urgent needs right now are 
food, clothing and medicine. As followers of Jesus 
we consider it our duty to show our love and 
concern for these needy people and do whatever 
we can to reach out and help them. 

Our contacts in UCF (United Christian Fellowship 
- led by Rev. Ranjan Fernando) 
are providing food, clothing and 
medicine for these needy people 
in Vavuniya. They are planning to 
help up to 1000 people. For those 
who would like to contribute, hereÕs 
the opportunity to join with them. 
Please mark any gifts ÔSri Lanka 
AppealÕ. This is an urgent need. 

We also want to appeal to all 
our prayer partners to specially 
remember to pray for all these 
families who have been war 
victims and those who have lost 
their children. Thank You

If you would like to contribute 

please mark any gifts 

‘Sri Lanka Appeal’

and send it to Links

L i n k s  SA L i n k s  A p p e a l

   Mike and Beryl  
Godward

   Rich gets a bird’s eye 
view of the work!



with Norman and Grace
Norman writes: The favour that we continue to 
enjoy in America continues to amaze me, with 
more demand for our time than we can possibly 
fulÞl and a growing list of people we would call 
close friends.

The development of Links International USA 
continues to be an ongoing thrill. At the last 
board meeting funds were authorised to be 
released and yet more vision cast that could, 
in the near future, see Links become a very 
creditable mission organisation embracing the 
values of the UK ofÞce. We are, I must admit, 
developing faster that I ever thought we 
would. It has become obvious that our ethos 
of self-sufÞciency in recipient countries, when 
planning projects, is something that captures the 
imagination of the US church leaders.

On this trip swine ßu was high on the agenda, 
with several schools closing in Texas where we 
were. I was reminded yet again of that scripture 
in Psalm 91:10 ÔNeither shall any plague come 

nigh thy dwellingÕ (KJV). Over the years, as we 
have travelled we have found that being in the 
centre of His will is the safest place to be. 

In San Marcos we saw almost half the 
congregation stand to dedicate themselves to 
mission. Jason Bollinger and the team are doing 
a great job, at some cost, to ensure that the 
congregation have a world perspective.

We also spent the whole of one Sunday speaking 
at Discovery Church in San Antonio, with our 

friends Andy and Melissa. They have just begun 
to build, having had their services in a tent for 
the last three years. The extremes of cold and 

hot certainly meant that those who made up the 

congregation were committed. We look forward 

to going back next year to see the building up 

and in full use.

Our last weekend in the States saw us with our 

dear friends of twenty-three years, Norman and 

Sandra, who pastor a church in Laredo. Over the 

last eighteen months they have gone through 

the tragic loss of their son Dustin and it was our 

honour to laugh and cry with them and to see 

them and the church walking out its pain and 

sorrow - yet also to see the encouragement of 

lives changed and transformed. It reached 106 

degrees whilst we were there and even for us, 

who have travelled all over the world, that  

was hot!

We are often described as missionaries when we 

are there and we do feel a strong afÞnity to the 

States, with the Lord giving us continued favour. 

We are always challenged when we go there

and learn so much. The desire for change among 
so many, especially in overseas mission, will 
certainly keep us busy for the next few years!

You will be delighted to know that as part of 
the ongoing development of Links USA, Holly 
Bollinger has developed our very own website. 
Why not give it a visit? You will Þnd it at:  
www.linksinternationalusa.com.

ÔDestiny CallsÕ is the 
personal story of Links 
founders, Norman 
and Grace Barnes, 
an ordinary couple 
from the East End of 
London. They have 
spent a lifetime 
pursuing their 
dreams, often 
against all odds. 
They offer hope 
and practical 
advice to other 
ordinary people to see their 
own dreams fulÞlled.

The book is honest, engaging, yet laced with the 
frustrations, disappointments and failures of real 
life. This is an easy read, written from the heart 
and forged on the anvil of personal experience. A 
great book to take to bed!

Available for just £6.50 plus £2 P&P from the 
Links ofÞce. 

Holly Bollinger in the USA has also developed a 
website for this, www.destinycalls.org.uk. Why not 
take a look - it will tell you a little more of what 
Norman and Grace are doing around the world.

Across the Pond:
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It has become obvious that our 
ethos of self-sufficiency in recipient 

countries, when planning projects, 
is something that captures the 

imagination of the US church leaders

L i n k s  A c r o s s  t h e  P o n d L i n k s  A c r o s s  t h e  P o n d
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Running for Links Flora London Marathon 2009

On April 26th, Caz Johnson, Simon Norton 
and James Peters completed the London 
Marathon for Links International. Here 
are some reflections on their different 
experiences, from James and Caz.   

James
It was a fantastic experience. It was also one of the 

most difÞcult days IÕve faced. Everyone says that the 

hard work is in the training, and if you train hard, 

the day itself is much easier. I began my training in 

January, and by the beginning of March, was running 

12-14 miles comfortably. Then disaster struck; having 

Þnished a 6 mile run, I had a severe pain in my left 

knee, with a treatment regime of rest and stretching.  

I was not able to do much training from that point, 

and was advised to drop out.  However, I made a 

decision that no matter what, I was going to complete 

the run.  In life, I believe that if we make decisions up 

front about what weÕre going to do, it makes choosing 

at the time much easier.  

On the day, the Þrst half was really quite easy. My 

knee was strapped up, the sun was out, and the 

support was tremendous from the crowds. It was a 

carnival atmosphere, and I loved it. At about the 14 

mile point, my knee began to give way, and the pain 

began to set in. I began to limp and  I had to begin to 

make the choice to continue, at least twice a minute 

for the next couple of hours. The decision in advance 

was the only thing that kept me going. In my head 

the only thought I had was ÔI can do all things by 

Christ who strengthens me.Õ

Would I do it again?  Absolutely! It was a real privilege 

to run for Links International, knowing that the money 

raised would be going into sustainable development 

projects in the third world. I would like to encourage 

you to consider completing the Marathon for Links 

next year. You donÕt have to run it; just walk it. 26.2 

miles can be walked in well under 8 hours, and as 

long as you Þnish in that time, you get the medal. Go 

for it!! 

Caz
It was a very hot day, so lots of sun cream applied! 

The highlights of the day were as follows; Confetti 

guns, spotting friends and family in the crowds, holy 

water sprinkled from the Priests in Woolwich, jelly 

babies, steel bands in Jamaica Street, running through 

six showers, London crowds championing you on, 

beating Gordon Ramsey(!), my Dad running alongside 

me at Docklands with dolly mixtures, JemimaÕs 

banner at 24 miles, seeing Big Ben and Buckingham 

Palace. The lowlights? My car window being smashed 

on Saturday night and my SAT NAV stolen. At least 

they didn’t take my Þg rolls! Other worst bits -  not 

being able to keep up with Bananaman, and falling 

over the metal barrier at my ÔpenÕ in the start (nearly 

injured before I began and very un cool!). I hit Ôthe 

wallÕ at 23 miles; my blisters were sore and my legs 

worn out, but I kept going. Then, the Þnish line! ÔRun 

the race with perseverance so you may win the prizeÕ 

(Heb12 v1).  And the morning after? Sore feet, blisters 

the size of small cup cakes and walking downstairs 

like I was 90 years old. 

But the best bit was being able to raise over £1000 

for Links International. To all those who sponsored 

me, YOU have helped to change lives. Thank you!

Finally, hereÕs a conversation between my 5 year 

old and his teacher:

Teacher: How did Mummy do? 

Barnaby:  She did alright! She didnÕt win it though! 

Who does he think I am? Paula Radcliffe??!! Over 

and out!

(EditorÕs Note:  Actually Caz came 815 out of 11,000 

women - pretty amazing!)

             Times
Caz: 3 hour s 39 minut es, 33 seconds

Simon: 4 hour s, 16 minut es, 11 seconds

James: 5 hour s, 56 minut es, 18 seconds

L i n k s  Fu n d r a i s i n gL i n k s  Fu n d r a i s i n g

James Caz
Simon
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T Sri Lanka Appeal
Over one hundred and Þfty thousand individuals have been 
directly affected by the tragedy arising from the recent battles 
between Tamil Tigers and Sri Lankan government forces.

Our contacts in the United Christian Fellowship in Sri Lanka 
are providing food, clothing and medicine for these needy 
people. They are planning to help up to 1000 people. If you 
would like to contribute, please mark any gifts ÔSri Lanka 
AppealÕ. This is an urgent need. 

Will you help us to show practical love for these people? 


